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ULXASA 20 tac waueation o the Youny Chilu

cwnat 1s Yoozism™? o aow aoss it attect 2e0plc in our seciety, male as well
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15 fenale, youn; as wa2ll as old? what ace tae implications in cducational
'
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prozramning for young children? What shall be the n:ture, degree, ana direction

11

N

of chanze? who shall make such decisions? These questions will be considered, .

-

but not all of them, at this point, can be answered.

3 -

"Sexisa® is dafined in the 3arnhart Uictionary of dNew E,nglish Since 1763 as
"discrimination based on a erson's sex." For the purposes of this aoel‘, ine
» -
\ . T .

term sexism will be used to designate both legal and subtle societal forms of

-
.

discriminatiggjgésed on.sex.

International Women's Year . "
It seénms especially appropriate at this time, during International women's
Year, that we reconsider futurs sex-rolz orientations in velation to Wwomsn's

roles in society. The main areas to which LIY is to be devoted are:

#(1) Promotion of equality between wmzn and women; (2) Full integration of

women in the total davelopment effort especially emphasizing women's

4
4D
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ponsibility and\important role in economic, social and cul tural,
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developrent at the national, regional, and international lsvels, particularly

-

uring the Second Development Decade, and (3) Increase in the contribution
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US DEFARTMENTOF HEALTH.
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VCED EXACTLY AS RECEWED FROM

women to the davelopment of friezndly relations and cooperation among

Tris OOCUMENT MAS BEEN REPRO-

o}
THE PERYON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-

ATING 1T POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOY NECESSARILY REPRE-
SENT OFRFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCAYTION POSITION OR POLICY

C) Jtates, and to the‘strengthening of world peace." 3
l The sare United Nations bulletin describes a Draft plan which was presented at

e Jorld Population Conference on Auz. 30, 1674, at Zucharest, .umania. “ihis '
rlan calls for the education of girls as wzll as boys to he extenaed and
diversifisd go tbgt they wight contribute wore effsctivaly in rural and urban

sectors. The Plan relatds recognition of the equal ~tatus of men and woamea in

the family and in gociety to the full parincrship in family planninz, and
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thereby to smaller family size. |

The schizophrenia engendered by the question of cquality of the sexes is
noted in two articles in the JNew York Times. Oné article, "U.N. Parley on
Women Draws Support® describes the difficulty of raising money as well as
idzological conflicts facing United Nations delegates.Bo Our perceptions and
reactions are related to our own azendas. OCn the one hand, a delegate from
Saudi Arabia expressed apprehension about the imposition of destern ideas of
equality on the rest of the world, while a representdtive from Czechoslovakia
promised support because tiae status of women was part of "the struggle for a
new society without capitalistic exploitation and wars." Another ilew York
‘Times article described Pre§ident Ford creating a national commission to
promote and coordinate U.S. participation in Internationél Women's Year,
wWhile the U.S. government had earmarked $350,000 for this endeavor, it was
noted that countries with far smailer populations had allocated $§/ﬁgllion eac'n.11

Put into this world framework it might indeed appear(ihat, in/Béfty Yorourg's

words, "The growth of the new women's movement is the resqlﬂ of an idea whose -
. ‘ /

time has come." 32 ) //////’

Women's movements seeking specific rights have functioned in the United

 States throughout the nineteenthand edrly twentieth centuries. The suffragette

/

/

movement, for one, has been well documented. Authors have placed suﬁh movements
and womzn's differing roles in a historical, political, and socio-economic
derspective. One such historical study describes differing expectations-of
wonen who must work from these whose life is based in home and family, as
diffeﬂehtiated along class lines, !5 )

Xrom the point of view of economic deierminism, the industrialization

of modern socicty no longer requires large families with preferably male heirs,

predomlnating, Women's rights and sex-role stereotyping have long besn related

\ 3
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to sconomic cyelcs, and on:z wonders at thc extent to‘whlch’politicai wuppord
for the current women®s Livecation movemsnt is related to post dorla war II
years and a drive for population control.” Cne also wonders if strides made oy

women today in political, legal, social, economic and educational spheres will
[~

be sustained should the present economic recession deepen and broaden.

iffacts on Women Today

The argument concerning the roles played oy biologists and psychoanalysts
throughout the ninetecnth znd twentieth cent.ries, as opposed to theorists and
practitioners who emphasize socio-cultural forces in sex-role stereotyping
(the nature-nurture controversy) hé§ been dealt with elsewhere.<3

Women's rights and sex-role stereotyping have become issues of no small
consequence within the past 15 years. With the advent of some of the writinzs
of such women as Simone de'aéauvoir,5 3etty Friedan,12 and Kate i:illett,24 the
dornen's L{;eration movement came into being, However, much controversy still
reigns. i

\

The media frequently evidence such societal concern. Newspapers daily
carry articles on problems still to be resolved (i.e. physically abused women
présently unprotected from present or former husbands)%? on documenting vistories
(i.e. notification of éhe first man to be convictgd and sentenced under ilew York
State's ne; rape law),2 new yet unresolved semi-victories (i.e. one of 11 women
ordained to the Episcopal priesthood resigned because of lack of support from the‘
vestry),3 news.of women going back to college, women working at hitherto male-
dominated joos, women bolstering cach other through group sessions, womzn trying

to find out who they really are. .
o

Television has had special programs,rrom "Free To 3¢ You and we" to prograns

czaling with the personal question "what Is a syoman?", to a three hour progcram or

aexploration into the changes in the relations between the sexes, "Of Women and non"

L/
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( two newspaper reviews written by men about the last program were nezative
about the content as well as style of production;)zﬁ'13

Periodicals vary, from frank discussion on lesbiznism in ¥s magazine, to
@ new magazine on women in athletics (Sports), to "Happy Homemakers" in
Homemaker?s magazine.10 Other magazines are undergoing changes as they begiﬁ
to address themselves to the new woman. Redoook magazine announced its new
slozan as "ledbook: The Magazine of the New Fanagement," and describes that it
is evolutionizing along with young women.

wWomen's organizations have proliferated: National Organization for wWomen,
wWomen's Zquity Action Leégue,PProgressive Household Technicians, 'Women's
Politiéal Caucus, and National Black Féminiét.Organization, among others. 4
counterbalancing group, the Pussycats, gpnsists of women who are concerned about

the possibility that their societal roles might be changed.

Jonen and the Law

Sexism has bsen felate&'tq/ggc&sm in American society by Myrdal, who
perceives boih "isms" being related to a paternalism which has become evident i?/
the law.25 Woman's physical function in procreation lies at the core of society's
belief in her proper role, and forms the basis of her oppression, even\though the
idealized society of male and female sex-stereotype roles does not in'actuality
exist.3 A1l men and women do not mayyr and live happily ever after, wiggxwomen

. staying home to raise children. Divorce happens with gseat freauency; alimony’

and child support payments are infrequent or discontinued; women are frequently
sole supporters of families.

Laws which might change some inequities for women are beginning to be
enacted. The .upreme Court r#ling lagalizing abort%on has been a major step in

women's rights. The previously noted newspaper article referriné’tp the ﬂ;rét

man condemned for rape under the new law in New York State involved a change in

5




law which elisinated ths requirement for corroooraticn of the vietim's
iestimony.? The Sugreme Court, "to support the argusent that chancing times
call for different intcrpretations of law,” rulea that women may not ve denied
equal opportunity to jury service. The implications are many in other areas,
such as eredit rating and alimony.4 The Court's perception of women as the cegfzr
of home and family life agpears to. have changed slightly. Prof. I. A. Foue,
a law professor at University of Texas, has stated in an article in omen Law
feporter tbat he peréeives memoers of the 3urger court to be middle-class
oriented, and that they are persuaded b& the media's presentation of suouroan
women who are borea with homemaking and want to begin a career.To

The first federal law prohibiting sex discrimination among students became
eft'sctive in Nov., 1971, w;ﬁh Title% Vil and VIII of the Public Health Service
Act. 'Title IX of the Education Amendments 1972 prohibits discrimanation in
federally assisted education programs-;gainst students and emplyees on the oasis
of sex. Th; implementation of the laws depends upon enforcement through law-
suits., |

The fqual Rights Amendment has been ratified (as of this writing) by 34
states (of which two states have rescinded, although these states may not be
able to defend this action legally.) Ia ordey for this amendment to pzss, it
must be ratified by 33 states, "Fquality of rights under the law shall not be
denied or abridged by the United 3tates or by any state on §ccount of sex" is

£l

5till not the law,

cffects on Men ¢
flen have oeen affected in differing ways by the Women's Liberation

movement. Brother, a monthly journal by and adout men combatting the sexism in

their lives,has been published. A regular fcature page in a Czechoslovak weekly™

&
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publication is devoted to the downtrodden male, with burdens put upon him by
liberated women. 3ooks are being weitten by mzn who ooth praise and support the
Jomen's movement, svggesting that men need to lose masculine nystiques for a
better society, and discuss the contemporary conflict between the sexes With
recognition of the need for both groups t6 work together for a viable solution
to apparent pfoblems.13’9’29 Some men are still asking, as did Freud, "What do
women want?" to be answered by a current radio spot commercial for an auto-
nodoile, "Your jobt® hE

ren, too, have difficulty counteracting sex-role étereotyping.' Som2
occ&pations ~ave been largely precluded to men by societal convention (i.e. those
occupations involving nurturing), men are expected to stifle display of emotion,
and are expected to bear the burden of financial support of family while attempting

to maintain an image of strength.

b

working Jdomen and Ethnicity

Is the Women's Liberation Movement a product of the upper-middie class, and
does it speak to the needs of women who work out of economic need? How does the
current thrust for ethnicity interact with the Women's Movement? Leyine and
Herman suzgest that p-~t of the interest in ethnic identification arise; out of
tne fact that Women's Liberation does not touch the issues of concern to the
wives of steelworkers or bus drivers. The authors state that, "The return to
'our own pzople' might be explained in terms of blue-collar Americans reacting
to this sense of rejection."20 The need of women work}ng in blue-collar jobs

w,

have only recently begun to be addressed. A conference sponsored by the Ford

Foundation was held in Decemder, 1974, at which time there was identified a need

to establish a program of sex-role re-education to end the imprinting of sex-

stercotypes on behaviors and on job classifications. One of the conference

- ) . ’ 7
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participants, Alice Coolt of Cornsll University, said tnat " the life eycle of
nost working women included an entry, an exit and a ro-entry in?o the work
force." Ms. Gook also stated that unless sex discrimination was eliminated at
an early age, with text books rewritten and teachers retrained, as had been done ~ |
in Sweden, it will be expected that women will continue to bear a double
turden, that of work and housewifery. The American Teacher published some facts
on wemen workers, some of which stated that 9 out of 10 women work outsids thé
home: at some time in their lives; three fifths of all women wérkers are single,
widowed, divorc;d, or separated, or ha?e husbands who earn less than 7,000
a year; the average woman worker earns less than three fifths of what a man
does, even though she is slightly better educated ( 12.5 as opposed to 12.4 years
of schooling); 1 out of 8 families is headed,gy a woman, almost 3 out of 10
black families are headed by women; of all women worksrs, 1 out of 10 is the
head of a family, 1 out of 5 minority women workers heads a family.

A paper presepted at the AAAS (American Association for the Advancement
of Science) Meeting, Jan. 23, 1975, dealt with a virtually unexamined population
exposedﬁfo conditions in the work place -- women.16 Kg. Hunt states: "If we
ask the question 'Is the offspring of the working mother at higher risk than
that of the non-working mother?' we do not have an answer to apply to the
United States in the year 1975." Of particular concern were women working in
rédlation and chemical industries.

The pluralistic aspect of society in the United States, urocan areas in
particular, presents some questions fo? the women's movement. The students
encolled in the School of fducation at Brooklyh College, particq}arly in Zarly

Cnildhood, are almost exclusively female. Since the college is,éart of CUNY

(City University of New York), has no tuition charges or dormi.tory facilities,

3
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and has an open admissions policy, the student population is drawn from a
pluralistic, predominantly lo.cr-middle class, non~college~educated'urban
pogulation. The students in this author's classes in an undergraduate Performance-
3ased Teacher Zducation program work in pre-school settings (i.e. Day Care)

and in'primary classes (kindergarten - second zrade) in inner city puolic
elementary schools. Since the education of the young child who attends pre-
school and school is to a significant extent dependent upon the teacher, it was
decided to investigate the teachers'-in-training behavior and attitudes towards

sexist practices in such educational settings.

Téacher Education Students

\Students in three different sections of the Early Childhood program (all
female, approximately 25 students eacH section) were asked to observe themselves
in relation to a series of questions taken from the Feminist Press resource Unit,
and to write up an evaluation of what they actually said and did. Since the
assignment was an addition to the regular course-work, was to be ungraded, and
there were no ‘'right answers," the responses were expected to be honest %ith few
exceptions. The descriptions matched closelj>with observations made by faculty
members of students in the classroom settings, except in those students who _
exhibited a generalized lack in the area of self-analysis. Students frequentiy
reported surprise at, their own roles in sex-role socialization. For example,

one student stated,"Ii there'are any secretarial tasks to be done, usually I

- select girls....Girls tend to be quieter and more well mannered when they are

sent on errands. Boys run through the halls, -scream and interrupt other teachers
while they are talking. Girls usualiy wait quietly until the teacher recognizes

them and speaks to them. After expléining how I choose children for this type

of work, I scem to prefer 'the good girl!"




~

ohirley A. .ausher, Ph. D.

e

The students in these c{gsses are alyiost entirely of ethnic and mingrity
reprecentation: Italian, Jewisg, black anii Puerto dican, with an occasional
JASP (White Anglo-3axon Protestant) and lrisn component. Azes vary from
approximately 13 or 19 (college sophomores) to 40 years of age. Some mature
vomen are paraprofessionals presently yorking in educational settings, as well as
nmothers who are returning to pursue their own carsers as their children are
growing up. All are the products of/ public and parochial education.

women studenis with strong efhnic identities tended to state as their own
opinions the belief that girls/éZ; boys should be socialized to differing roles,
because "that is the way it is." éimilar opinions were stated by Puerto Rican.
students, and some of the older black womeﬁ. The latter stated that they had
been "liberated" (meaning working) for a long time.

Wlhile this was not a statistically representative sample, and while the
survey was an inforle one, it is this author’slimpréssion, after teaching
students in this sam#‘program for five years, that these classes wer? repre-
sentative of this tﬁgcher—in-trainigg population. Since 3rooklyn Col}ege is one
of the largest teacher education institutions in the country, and ifs graduates
porulate a significantly large number of schools in Brooklyn, the.studenté'
responses coulu b9 ind;cators of what might be future sexist trends;in numerous
public elementary and pre-school settings in the near future. |

#hat significance do this informal survey and the students! opinions have
for teacher education and for the effects on the education of youn:children?
These results nlaht be indicative of the fact that women from ethnlc lower-class
back'rounds who tend to pursue a career in teaching young children ;oday\would
tend to bé soméwhat traditionally oriented in their own life voals.; If true,

then simply raising consziousness would be insufficient to wffect chanvc in
l

either these future teachers or in their future pupils. We might the have~th

arzree that the Womens' Liberation Hovement does not yet speak to the lower-

/() . | y
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middle, largely ethnic population, and that we still have a differentiatioﬁ
based on class. recognizing this state of affairs, what do we do about it?
Should anything be done? 3y xhém? Aho has the right or responsibility to attempt
to effect chanze? Perhaps an examination of differences between the sexes at

the stage of the young child is in order at this time. ;

The Children

Wnat differences beside gender exist in boy and girl children? 3Xesearch
on male-female diffSrences indicates some relative knowns and many uncertainties,
with opposinz findings being reéorted. lMaccoby and Jacklin, in an article
reporting the daéa in a compilation of known facts and'byths, report the

22
following.

i

Differences:‘y L
1. Nales are more aggressive than females.

2. Girls have greater veroal ability than boys, beginning to diverge at
approximately 11 years of age. * |

3. Boys excel in visual-spatial ability in adolescence and adulthood,
not in childhood. *

. 4, Boys excel in mathematical ability, diverging at approximately ages

12 or 13, *

* The explanation of why these differences appear at puberty is, of course,
ungiplained., Is there some physiolozical time-table? Or is there cultural
conditioning, with boys expectud to excel in these arecas, and girls expected

to turn to other interests (i.e. cosmetics, hair care)?

[
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Myihs:

1. Girls are more "social® than boys.
/

-
2. Girls are more sugzestible than boys. -

=

3. Girls have loﬁer self-esteem than boys, reporting different areas of

se}f~confidence> . .

i
~

L, dirls lack motivation to achieve. &

'5. Girls are better at rote learning and simple repetitive tasks. Boys

are better at hlgh-level tasks‘that require them to inhibit previously
! L. .

'

learned responses. ) -

-, .
6. Boys are.more "analytic" than girls. - ,

‘ 7. Gi}ls are more altected by heredity, boys by environment.

8. Girls are "auditory", Boys "v15ual "
The authors suggest other areas Wwhich are unclear and indicate mixed, even
contradlctbry findings. Such areas are one year old children's play behavior,

v

fears, preference for toys, proxlmlty with Qother, and levels of physical

-éctivity, as described in other reééarch’studies.’?’19'21’23

Additional research
is clearly indiéaped, not only to—es%ablish_which differences exist, but to b
attempt ta understand ‘whicim are controlled by culture.
What happens when pre-school childr%n are placed in a non-sexist environ-
"ment? By three years, children ‘have well définéd sex-role stereotyping,
although three and four year olds are more . f1e§1ble than fives. When the teacher
encourages glrls and boys to 1nteract in play expe}mences girls build with
- i blocxs alongside boys, and even build tall structures (contrary to Erikson.)

. ~ In handling non-sexist tegminology, children at first use traditional words

“

(i.e. policeman), but applying words to new experiences (i.e. a visit from a

] N b ’ N
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.

pelicewomanf becin to think in more accurate terms, in relation to their own
cxperiences (i.e. policeman-Woman becomes policemother) with some guidance from
the teache}. | ,

Parents aAH teachers (at leaet a nucledsj nust want to break down sex-role
stereotypes. Others in the setting must oe worked nith, indiyidually and in

A

groups, ir order to deal with anxieties. It is important not to push beyond'the
individual parent's wisnes for nis/her child, but rether to aid in growth tcward
understan&ing and acceptance through reassurance. Respect'needs to be shown
nor parents and childnen as individuals.
Settings for pre;school aged children are public or priyate, and not -
_mandatory. Once children reuch school aée, the .articulation needs to be made
with teachers in that setting for ehildren who have experiences‘described above.
‘xeetings of parents with teachers and aﬁministrators can heip to effect some
degree of continuity for the children. Societal institutions are slow to change,
and ths effort nust be made. ’ .
what of other nressﬁres on chiléren for conformity? Television exefts
cong;deraole pressure for sex-role stereotyplng, in both programming and
commercials, nhlle elementary school age chllaren and adolescents can be
helped to analyze and evaluate these forces, 'the younger child needs to have
coun iteracting exnerlences. It is especially impertant that the eignificant
adults in the child's life accept the responsibility, while continuing to
enlightengzhose in decision-making positions on television programminé.
An additional pressure for conformity is the peer group. One girl, D.,
playing'mether in a doll corner, with a boy, K., who starts to wash dishes,
turns to him and says, "Daddies don't do that," éna pushes him away from ;he_sink.
How éoes teacher (or in the home, parent or offner adult) handle the situation?

Or in anothsr instance, onz boy, S;, turns t9" another boy, ., and says, "Why

are ~~u playin: with that doll? Tnat's for girls." Dealing sensitively, yet

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

J
[:R\f:;u1u¢nb to naw understanalngo. Wlt? such, instances when they appear is an .
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-important part'of the process of acceptance of différencés.' v
In a society where traditionally held values are veing questioned (i.e. ‘
reiigion,marriage), and alternative lifc styles are bging attcmpred, it is : i
gngerstandable that the basic relations between men and women and théir roles ‘
in QSEZZty @9 re—examined.. In this settlnv, it is essential that theig001al-
izatlnn of chilgren 1o these roles by formal means of education (schooi) and
ingormal means ( family; television) be evaluated. In Durkheim's words,
K "educat;on...is abo;e all th; means by which society perpetually recreateg
the conditiens of its very éxistence."6 L
In a stable society, maintenance of present values may undersiaadab‘i be ex~
" pected to be transmltted by formal societal 1nst1tutions, althouch one might
3uest10n tha adv1sab111ty in eliminating flexioility even at those timss. In our
society which is rapidly undergoing multiydiregtional~change, the resultant of
”/which is still largely unknown, it is the responsibility of the educator to aid
in preparing the young to develop coping mechanisms to deal with the unknown.
3oth men and women must have alternatives open to them for'differing life s£yles
50 that they might successfully adapt to as well as change the course of events
when needed. The teacher of young children ought, then, not inculcate any one
set of iif; styles or "roles" for males and females, but ought to expose ‘
children to alternatives. 1ot all women ought necessarily to work in financially
remunerative positions, but all\wgmen ought to have options to do so if they
wish or have need. Not all men ought necessarily share in child rearing, but any
who wish to do so ough; to be encouraged.,
Children should not be deprived of their unique qualities. All chiidren‘
_should be exposed to various experiences and materials so that their individual

interasts and abilitleﬁ/might be realized and choices made without the strictures

of wnat roles boys ana girls shorld fill. It is all right to reassure D., the

girl who refuses to let boy H. wash dishes in the doll corner because "Fathers

s
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don't do that," that some fathers do indeed help with the kitchen chores, and

-

that if H. wants to he may also have a turn. It is all right for D. to take care

of her "baby," but it is also all right for her to build block structures wi{;}
some boys. The removal bf strictures is the first stage -- a support s rstem
must folio%. Care must be taksn,that in the removal of the stereotypes, .new
ones not be'created in the swinging of the pendulum, causing sexism to remain

" with the discrimination on the opposite side. Parents have communicated to this
author éhat their children were removed from private educational settings,
perfectly satisfactory educationally, except for the fact that é new dimension
had been added by some overly zealous‘parents who imposed, as they perceived it,
a new sexist thrust which discriminated‘againSt their sons. Boys were being told
that they must not play in the block corner at particular times, éﬁd must take

a turn with sewing and doll corner play. While the parents' perceptions might

be inaccurate, we do have a responsibility not to replace one kind of social

control with another, but rather to create viable choices.
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